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Fuzzy terminology, but we all 
get the idea… 

• Implementation science 
• Implementation research 
• Operational research 
• Health systems research 
• Health services research 
• Programmatic research 
• Knowledge translation research 
• Dissemination research 



Growing recognition that products and tools are not sufficient… they need 
to be implemented and scaled-up to have any impact 



“Implementation science research builds 
a body of evidence that can inform the 
design of appropriate health 
interventions and programs by 
identifying determinants of success and 
failure according to context. By 
integrating research with 
implementation, the resulting knowledge 
can spur dynamic and continuous 
improvement of public health programs 
and strategies for achievement of global 
health.” 



“Operational research is the search for knowledge on 
interventions, strategies, or tools that can enhance the quality, 
effectiveness, or coverage of programmes in which the research is 
being done.” 



“In a new era of innovations for TB diagnosis and treatment, it is increasingly 
important not only to be sure that these innovations can work in terms of 
accuracy and efficacy, but also that they will work, especially for the poor.” 





OR in TB control is aimed at  
1) improving programme performance;  
2) assessing the feasibility, effectiveness and impact of new strategies or 

interventions on TB control; 
3) collecting evidence to guide policy recommendations on specific 
interventions. 



Biomarker 
and basic 
research 

“Post-efficacy, 
post-policy 
pathway” 

Gaps in the pipeline and unmet needs 
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